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and the ancient Republic of San Marino which sur-
vives to this day serves to remind us that several
civic communities were sheltered by insignificance
or timely compliance from the ruin which overtook
the aspiring Republic of Florence. Such survivals
did not alter the main facts of the political situation.
The barbarian was master of Italy and the Pope was
his accomplice.13

The two great political thinkers who lived in this
heroic age were both opposed to popular government.
Machiavelli indeed served the Republic of Savonarola,
as Secretary to the Council of Ten, but thirteen
months after the Republic had been destroyed is
found cringing to the Medici. The ''Prince/' his most
famous treatise, is dedicated to the grandson of the
great Lorenzo, who is recommended to free Italy
from the barbarians by a policy compounded of force
and fraud. To the staunch Florentine republican
no counsel seemed more flagitious, but Machiavelli
could find nothing in Italian Republicanism but
certain disunion. The case was different with
Germany and Switzerland, countries which had
little communication with their neighbours and had
not learnt corruption from France, Italy and Spain,
the three polluting nations of the world. In the
city republics of these simple races liberty was still
sustained by a reverence for law and by a wholesome
lack of territorial ambition ; but in Italy Machiavelli
despaired of self-government. He found his country-
men, uneasy, factious, tormented by ambition and yet
enervated by the long use of niercenary troops and
accustomed to luxurious ways of living. A drastic
medicine was needed to -expel an inveterate malady.
The young Lorenzo was invited to take a lesson from